
   
 

MEDIA RELEASE      

10 February 2026 

 

IHH Healthcare and Fortis Launch ‘IHH Catalyst’ to Strengthen 

India’s Healthcare Innovation Ecosystem 

Fortis India Edition of IHH’s regional innovation platform aligns with Startup India vision 

to translate healthcare innovation into real-world clinical impact 

 

10 February 2026: In a major step aligned with the Government of India’s Startup India and 

innovation-led growth agenda, IHH Healthcare (“IHH”), world’s leading multinational 

healthcare provider, in partnership with its subsidiary Fortis Healthcare, today announced the 

launch of ‘IHH Catalyst | Fortis India Edition’, a national healthcare innovation platform 

designed to accelerate the deployment of patient-centric, technology-enabled solutions across 

India’s hospital ecosystem.   

 

The initiative is part of IHH’s broader innovation strategy and was first introduced in October 

last year as the IHH Global Incubator. Now formalised and launched as ‘IHH Catalyst’ in 

partnership with Fortis, the programme seeks to bridge a critical gap in India’s healthcare 

innovation journey, moving promising health-tech and med-tech startups beyond pilots and 

proofs-of-concept into real-world clinical validation, hospital adoption, and scalable 

implementation. Anchored within the Fortis Healthcare network and supported by Plug and 

Play as the programme partner, the platform will leverage global innovation expertise and 

structured startup engagement to accelerate execution.  

 

The initiative reflects a long-term commitment by IHH and Fortis to support India’s emergence 

as a global hub for healthcare innovation and delivery excellence. 

 

Speaking on the launch, Ashok Pandit, Group Chief Corporate Officer, IHH Healthcare, said: 

“India stands at a defining moment in its healthcare transformation, powered by a strong 

national focus on innovation and a vibrant startup ecosystem. Through IHH Catalyst, we are 

committed to taking healthcare innovation beyond experimentation, into real hospital 

environments where solutions can be validated, adopted, and scaled. By anchoring this 

initiative in India with Fortis, our primary healthcare platform in the country, we aim to support 

innovations that strengthen patient outcomes, empower clinicians, and contribute 

meaningfully to the future of healthcare delivery in India and across the Asia Pacific region.” 

 

India today hosts one of the world’s fastest-growing healthcare startup ecosystems, 

addressing challenges across access, affordability, quality, and efficiency of care. However, 

large-scale adoption within hospital systems remains a key barrier.  

 

IHH Catalyst | Fortis India Edition has been structured to directly address this gap by providing 

startups with access to clinical expertise, hospital infrastructure, and defined pathways for 

validation and scale. 



   
 

The platform will focus on execution-ready startups that demonstrate strong relevance to 

hospital workflows, patient outcomes, and operational efficiency, ensuring innovation 

translates into measurable healthcare impact for India. 

 

As the India anchor partner, Fortis will play a central role in enabling startups to work closely 

with clinicians and hospital teams across its network, ensuring innovations are tested in real-

world settings and aligned with clinical realities. 

 

Dr Ashutosh Raghuvanshi, MD & CEO, Fortis Healthcare, said: “India’s healthcare future will 

be shaped by how effectively innovation is translated into everyday clinical practice. IHH 

Catalyst | Fortis India Edition is aligned with the Government of India’s Startup India vision, 

creating a structured pathway for healthcare startups to engage directly with hospitals, 

clinicians, and patients. At Fortis, we see this as an opportunity to enable scalable, technology-

led solutions that improve quality of care, operational efficiency, and access, while positioning 

India as a global centre for healthcare innovation.” 

 

The three-month hybrid programme will combine in-person immersion with structured virtual 

engagement. Selected startups will receive: 

 

• Mentorship from IHH and Fortis leadership, clinicians, and functional experts 

• Opportunities to pilot and validate solutions within live hospital environments 

• Support across regulatory readiness, data protection, cybersecurity, and 

interoperability 

• Clear pathways toward long-term partnerships, scale-up, and potential investment 

 

The inaugural India cohort will focus on priority healthcare domains aligned with national and 

institutional needs, including: 

 

• Patient Journey & Workflows 

• Chronic Disease Management 

• Multidisciplinary Care 

• Preventive & Predictive Care 

• Oncology 

 

The programme will follow a multi-stage selection and evaluation process. Key milestones for 

the inaugural cohort include: 

 

• 10 February 2026: Programme launch and call for applications 

• 25 March 2026: Announcement of selected cohort 

• 2 July 2026: In-person Demo Day in Gurugram 

 

The initiative targets early-growth to enterprise-ready startups, with solutions ready for pilots, 

proof-of-concepts, and deployment within hospital systems. 

 

 



   
 

 

Starting with India, ‘IHH Catalyst’ serves as a regional platform, with future editions planned 

across IHH markets, enabling Indian startups to scale internationally while contributing to 

global healthcare innovation. 
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ABOUT IHH HEALTHCARE (“IHH”) 

 

IHH is a leading multinational healthcare provider shaping the future of care. Driven by our 

aspiration to Care. For Good., we unite medical excellence and innovation, pushing 

boundaries through our trusted brands such as Acibadem, Gleneagles, Fortis, Island, Mount 

Elizabeth, Pantai, Parkway and Prince Court.  

 

Across 10 countries, including Malaysia, Singapore, Türkiye, India and Greater China, our 

70,000-strong team delivers world-class excellence every day, within and beyond our 140 

healthcare facilities, including more than 80 hospitals. Our comprehensive services span the 

full healthcare continuum, from primary and ambulatory to quaternary care, complemented by 

diagnostics, imaging, rehabilitation, telehealth and home care. 

  

In partnership with our stakeholders, IHH is advancing value-based care, building a 

sustainable healthcare ecosystem and creating meaningful impact, as we work towards our 

vision to become the world’s most trusted healthcare services network.  

www.ihhhealthcare.com  

 

 

ABOUT FORTIS HEALTHCARE 

 

Fortis Healthcare Limited is a leading integrated healthcare delivery service provider in India. 

The healthcare verticals of the company primarily comprise hospitals, diagnostics, and day 

care specialty facilities. Currently, the company operates 36 healthcare facilities (including JVs 

and O&M facilities) across 12 states and union territories. The Company’s network comprises 

over 6,000 operational beds (including O&M beds) and 400 diagnostics labs. 

 

 

ABOUT PLUG AND PLAY 

 

Plug and Play is the leading innovation platform, connecting startups, corporations, venture 

capital firms, universities, and government agencies. Headquartered in Silicon Valley, we're 

present in 60+ locations across five continents, offering corporate innovation programs across 

every stage of the innovation journey. We also organize startup acceleration programs and 

have built an in-house VC to drive innovation across multiple industries. 

 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___http:/www.ihhhealthcare.com___.YzJ1OndlY29tbXVuaWNhdGlvbnM6YzpvOmM2MTkwMWMyNTRkMTExYWM2MDExM2NkYjcyNTkyOTBlOjc6MWY5ZTo5NDFlM2Q3YTdjZjg5NDRhMTBkYmIzYmU3NWRhYTAzNTQ2OTAwYjVkYzkzN2M5ZjI1ZDFhZWY0NDg1MzJlMWYwOnA6RjpG


   
 

For more information or to speak to an IHH or Fortis spokesperson, please contact: 

 

Lim Bee Ling 

Group Communications & Branding 

IHH Healthcare 

t. +65 97650598 

e. beeling.lim@ihhhealthcare.com 

Melissa Sim 

We. Corporate Advisors 

t. +65 9380 2938 

e. msim@wecommunications.com 

 


